‘EGGS’EMPLARY WORK

oo vosur DESGRIBES THE WORK OF A SCULPTOR THAT EGGS YOU ON T THINK IN UNDRTRODOK WAYS

ne of the enduring,
un-nlwd puzzles is the
h came
i or the
Fhilosophers have
tched their heads and
crossword aficionados
have scratched their pens
over the question ever since phi-
losophy and crossword puzzles
became pant of life.

But sculptor Arnaud Rivieren
laughs his way through the ques-
tion. In an amazing talent tour, this
Belgian-bom and Dubai-based
self-taught sculptor held a show
mh:d The Haiching at Dubai’s B21

W SOME time ago, where -
of attention was the
egg. Alongside the “eggs-cellent”
dhpla) he also showed an art
series titled Trophy. Together., they
turned the gallery into a space
where the sublime and the ridicu-
lous rubbed shoulders. The two-in-
one exhibition notonly forced the
viewer 1o think but also o laugh.

The capacity to evoke thought
via the mundane is given only to a
gifted few and Rivieren is definite-
Iy among them. The egg is of
course the very beginning of cre-
ation. It is our ancestor and our
womb, It has deep theological
nificance and resounding religious
overtones. For Rivieren, the egg is
a lovable monstrosity made of
\Id'lllh_\s s[u’l in \\’hiLh nu:dium he

le

1o be moved \th a mrl.l
eggs were framed (like ancestors”
photos), caged like a pet parrot,
hammered into a cage with a just-
hatched child. laid out on grass

Arnaud Rivieren

the air and once
maock their historic

Faberge cousins ad of deco-

rating the ¢gg, Rivieren ornament-

ed the stand).
Itis 1o the arist’s credit that he

nd with eggs, He also had a
few picces in his Trophy series,

which poked fun at the hubris of
man as Hunter. There were ele-

phant tusks, deer antlers and rhino
and buffalo homs made of steel,
in exact, life-like measurements,

This made us think that if we
can make these trophies —
which, by the way, are more long-
lasting than natural ones — with
our hands. why should we spend
so much time and energy in
killing helpless animals? The
whole sport of hunting, with its
blood. gore, agony and upper-
class pretensions, was thus killed
swiftly by Rivieren,

His novel take on the prized
spoils of the hunt and his not-so-
light-hearted criticism of the age-
e of hunting wi an.
ion of his lmeIﬂL o
ity and inventive spirit, In fac
Trophy series should be sent (o
PETA (People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals) or the
SPCA (Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals) as sou-
venirs and publicity material.
llill\ have the

the need to h.mg them on awall,”
he says. In short, according to
Rivieren, man displays his own
cowardice as a trophy!

He is undoubtedly the
Alexander of the Stainless Steel
Sculpture, Once, when the
Greeran king was faced with
apparently unsolvable puzzle of
the Gordian Kno, the unravelling
of which had defeated many,
Alexander simply took out his
sword and cut it apan, Rivieren
does much the same 1w many an
unsolvable, philosophical and
bloody mystery with his sculp-
tures.

TIME OUT

WEEKLY TRELOID FROM

sGuUlf
Today

Published by
Taryom Omran ond Abdullzh Omron

Editor
Aysha Taryam

Features Editor
Mutan Sheriff

Design
Ansar Saleem

Chief Sub-Editor / Reporter
Raghib Hassan
Zafar lgbal

Senior Sub-Editor / Reporter
Riaz Ali Khan

Special Features Writer
Muhammad Yusuf

Editorial

Tel: 06-5777999

Fax: 06-5777737
E-mail:

gulf_today @alkhalee].ae

Marketing
Tel: 06-57 77888
Fax: 06-5777677

Circulation
Tel: 06-5777444
Fax: DG-5777642

Dubal
Tel: 04-2625304

Abu Dhabi
Tel: D2-6426266

Al Aln
Tel: 03-FB56T96

Fujairah
Tak 09-2241970

Ras Al Khalmah
Tel: 07-2334380

Representative Offices

India
The Timas of India - Rasponse
rirment

Tel: 0091 22 2630238
Fax: 0081 22 2673145

Bahrain

Arab World - Advertising
& Information Centre
Tel: 00073 277794

Fax: 00973 254297

Pakistan
Tel: 0092 21 6634705
Fax: 0092 21 6634795

Muscat
Tel: 789 268

Paris
4577 0 220

London
3419 284

Printed and published by
Dar Al Khaleaj

P.0. Box 30

Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

THE GULF TODAY / THURSDAY, JULY 30, 2009

TMEOUT 3



